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W  O  R  D  in  TIM  E 


B  O  T  H  II  O  U  S  E  S 
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A 


The  Perufal  of  each  Member,  before  he 
either  fpeaks,  or  votes, 


FOR  OR  AGAINST  A 


MILITIA-BILL: 


And  not  improper  to  be  read  by  all  thofe  Gentlemen 
in  the  Country,  who  are  defirous  to  form  a  juft 
Idea  of  this  important  Affair. 

By  a-  Member  of  Neither  Houfe. 

/ 

LONDON: 

Printed  for  R.  Griffiths,  in  Pater-nofter-Row. 
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WORD  in  TIME,  See. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 


Y  firft  Delign  was  to  addrefs 
you.  Cap  in  Hand,  with  an 
Air  of  obfequious  Solemnity ; 
to  have  begun  by  alluring  you,  that  I 
was,  by  no  means,  to  be  ranked  with 
the  common  Herd  of  Pamphleteers ; 
that,  from  my  Situation  in  Life,  I  had 
a  Right  to  claim  your  Attention ;  and 
that,  fo  difinterefted  were  my  Deligns, 
that  I  had  no  Objedt  in  View,  fave 
the  Publick  Weal,  and  the  permanent 
Felicity  of  my  King  and  Fellovv-Sub- 

B  jedts- 


I  Vw Lo  ( 


-*■  was  i 


„  c  t  . “V  Dut,  UP- 

fCOnd  Tho«ghts,  conlidering  that 
You  have  already,  in  this  Mannerf  been 

00  o  ten  taken  in,  and  that  old  Birds 

^  7\0t  enflly  caught  with  Chaff,  I  have 
concluded  that  it  will  better  anfwer  my 

J.  Urpof®  to  deal  Plai,)!y  and  openly  with 
jOi..  "now  then,  that  I  am  inter. efted, 
and  greatly  interested  too :  Not  for  or 
agamh  the  Militia-Bill,  but  with  my 
Bookfeher,  who  is  to  allow  me  a  Guinea 
or  fci  ibbhng  a  Pamphlet  on  this  Sub- 

yff  iorhm>  alas!  a  Scribbler  by  Pro- 

C  iion*  But  now>  having  been  fo  un¬ 
commonly  ingenuous  on  my  Part,  I 

have  a  Right  to  exped  an  equal  Degree 
of  Impartiality  from  you.  I,  therefore 
as  you  are  Gentlemen,  in  lift  that  y0J 
will  in  handy  forget  what  1  am,  and  at¬ 
tend  only  to  what  I  fay.  Thofe  amoin 
■)0U  who  have  been  at  Rome,  may,  now 

and.thcn>  have  found  Things' worth 

1  Cad,nS>  daub’d  again  ft  an  ugly,  mutila- 

1  ted, 


ted,  Statue ;  and  fuch  of  you  as  have 
been  converfant,  tho’  but  a  little,  in  low 
Life,  muft  recollect,  fometimes,  to  have 
heard  important  Truth  break  its  Wav- 
through  the  Lips  of  a  Beggar.  If  you 
are,  therefore,  the  impartial  Men,  of 
which  a  Britifh  Parliament  ought  only 
to  confift,  I  expedt  that  you  will  proceed, 
with  Attention,  to  the  End  of  my 
Pamphlet :  For  I  cannot  help  faying, 
that  there  is  a  Duty  incumbent  on  you, 
which  obliges  you  to  have  read  every 
Thing  wrote  on  fo  important  a  Subject.. 

In  what  Drefs  this  famous  Bill  will 

y 

this  Year,  fhew  itfelf,  as  I  am  no  Pro¬ 
phet,  is  impodible  for  me  to  tell.  Its 
laft  Year’s  Appearance  you  all  of  you 
recoiled* ;  and  therefore  it  were  now  un- 
neceffary  to  lay  it  before  you.  If  I  re¬ 
member  right,  the  Rock  on  which  it 
fplit,  was  the  contefled  Point,  whether 
the  King,  or  the  People,  fhould  nomi- 

B  2  nate 


mm* 
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natc  the  chief  Commanders :  For  (fay 
they  on  the  Country  Side  of  the  Quef- 
tion)  if  the  King  is  to  have  the  Nomi¬ 
nation  of  the  principal  Officers,  it  will 
be  giving  him  a  greater  Power  than  ever 
was  veiled  in  any  of  his  Predeceffors, 
which,  in  future  Times,  may  endanger 
our  Liberty  ;  whilft  thofe  who  {land  up 
for  the  Crown,  reply,  that,  by  giving 
that  Power  to  the  People,  the  Prero¬ 
gative  of  the  Crown  will  be  greatly 
endangered.  The  Difficulty  of  fet¬ 
tling  this  important  Poiht,  I  am  in¬ 
formed,  was  the  chief  Reafon  why  the 
Bill  did  not  pafs  into  a  Law.  It  is  indeed 
a  very  important  Point,  and  I  fear  will 
be  as  difficult  to  fettle  now  as  before ; 
for  no  good  Subjed  will  attempt  to  en¬ 
danger  the  Royal  Prerogative,  or,  with 
open  Eyes,  to  rifque  the  Liberties  of 
the  People;  one  of  which,  I  am  appre- 
henfive,  rnufl  be  the  Cafe,  which  Way 
foever  it  mav  be  determined. 

1/ 

I  have 


I  have  heard  fome  of  the  Sticklers  in  fa- 
vourofthisnew  Scheme  (forSticklers  there 
will  be  in  favour  of  every  new  Scheme) 
point  out  the  Militia  of  Switzerland  as 
an  Example  worthy  our  Imitation.  Be¬ 
ing  a  Man  of  few  Words,  except  when 
I  am  paid  by  the  Sheet,  I  feldom  made 
any  Reply  ;  but  I  could  not  help  blufh- 
ing,  left  there  might  be  any  one  prefent, 
who,  per  Chance,  was  acquainted  with 
the  Nature  of  the  Swifs  Government, 
and  the  Situation  of  their  Country ;  for 
all  Arguments,  in  favour  of  fuch  an 
Imitation,  muft,  of  Neceffity,  be  drawn 
from  the  fuppofed  Similitude  be¬ 
tween  the  political  Syftems  of  the  two 
Nations.  They  might,  with  as  much 
Juftice,  compare  us  with  the  Chinefc. 
The  Swifs  are  not  a  trading  Nation. 
That  they  have  hitherto  preferved  their 
Liberty,  is  merely  owing  to  the  Nature 
of  their  Country ;  which  is  fo  extream- 
ly  mountainous,  and,  confequently,  fo 


[  6  ] 

defended  by  narrow  Fades,  that  the 
mod  infignificant  Force  would  foon  de¬ 
stroy  the  mod:  numerous  Army.  As 
they  are  a  prolifick  People ;  as  the 
inhabitable  Part  of  their  Dominions 
are  but  fmail ;  and  as  their  Manufac¬ 
tures  are  by  no  means  fufficient  to  em¬ 
ploy  their  Natives  :  They,  therefore, 
are  under  an  abfolute  Neceffity  of  dif- 
poflng  of  them,  in  the  Service  of  fo¬ 
reign  Princes;  and  for  this  Reafon  they 
find  it  neceffary  to  keep  up  a  martial 
Spirit  among  the  People,  that  they  may, 
the  more  eafily,  be  perfuaded  to  em¬ 
brace  the  Profeffion  of  Anns.  I  thought 
it  neceffary  to  be  a  little  explicit  upon 
this  Subjedt,  as  I  have  heard  fo  many 
Coffee-houfe  Politicians  explain  them- 
felves  fo  ridiculoufly,  in  fpeaking  of  thefe 
Matters. 

These  Militia,  or  Demi-foldiers,  are, 
I  am  inform’d,  to  be  cxercifed  on  Sun- 

davs. 

d  1 
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days,  after  divine  Service ;  but,  being  a 
free  People,  are  to  be  fubjedt  to  no  penal 
Laws.  The  civil  Magiftrate,  only,  ffiall 
have  the  Power  of  correcting,  fining,  or,  I 
fuppofe,  reprimanding  them :  Now  there  is 
iomething  fo  foolifh  in  carrying  aMan  be¬ 
fore  Mr.  Mayor,  becaufe  he  left  his  Rank, 
laugh’d,  or  was  loquacious  under  Arms, 
that  I  cannot  help  wondering  any  Gentle¬ 
man  of  Spn  it  will  think  of  beinn*  con¬ 
cerned  in  it.  The  Reafon  why  the  Pruf- 
fian  Soldiers  are  Readier  in  their  Ranks, 
and  confequently  better  Troops  than  ours, 
is,  that  theii  penal  Laws  are  more  levere, 
and  more  fpeedily  executed.  Therefore 
it  is  very  eafy  to  forefee  what  kind  of 
Troops  thefe  Gentlemen  Soldiers  will 
make,  who  are  fubjedt  to  no  military 
Law.  In  fhort,  every  Cobler  will  per¬ 
form  his  Exercife  in  what  Manner  he 
thinks  proper,  and  the  Soldier  and  Offi¬ 
cer  will  be  hail  Fellow  well  met.  I  con- 
fefs,  with  regard  to  my  own  Particular, 

I  fhould 
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1  fhould  not  be  forry  to  have  the  Experi¬ 
ment  tried,  as  I  am  perfuaded  thofe  1  al- 
ftaffians  will  afford  good  Diverfion  to 
Spectators.  My  Father’s  Taylor  in  the 
Country  is  a  Mian  of  much  fheer  AAfit  j 
and,  as  he  tells  me,  is  refolved  to  ferve  his 
King;  and  he  will,  I  dare  fay,  crack  m^ny 
a  dry  Joke  with  the  Squire,  his  Captain. 
To  be  ferious,  Gentlemen,  you  may  as 
well  think  of  carrying  an  Election  with¬ 
out  B _ y,  as  of  forming  an  Army  worth 

Sixpence,  without  penal  Laws. 

There  have  been  fome  few  Inftances 
in  former  Times,  (though  but  few)  of  a 
Body  of  Militia  being  of  Service.  This 
I  think  is  one  of  the  Arguments  ufed  in 
favour  of  this  ProjeCt ;  but  unluckily,  we 
don’t  confider  that  military  Difcipline  was 
then  at  a  great  Diftance  from  its  prefent 
Perfection  ;  that  the  Militia  had  little 
better  than  Militia  to  contend  with  ;  that 
our  regular  Troops  were,  at  that  Time, 
D  very 
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$ery  little  fuperior  to  Militia ;  that  the 

\ 

Mufket  was  yet  a  very  imperfect  In- 
ftrument,  and  that  its  Ufes  were  fcarce 
known.  Pikes  and  Swords  were  eafily 
managed,  and  the  ufe  of  them  eafily 
taught.  But  thofe  among  you  who  ferve 
in  our  prefent  Army,  will  inform  the 
reft,  if  you  are  delirous  of  Informa¬ 
tion,  that  Difcipline,  and  the  Art  of  War, 
are,  of  late,  fo  confiderably  improved, 
that  they  may  be  confidered  as  having 
totally  changed  their  Principles.  The 
whole  Strength  of  a  Battalion  confifts  in 
the  Cohefion  (if  I  may  ufe  the  Term) 
of  its  Individuals  j  and  their  deftru&ive 
Power,  in  their  quick,  yet  cool  Manner 
of  Firing.  Now,  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Army  will  inform  you,  that,  to  teach  a 
large  Body  of  Men  to  adhere  in  fuch  a 
Manner  as  to  bear  being  evoluted,  with¬ 
out  difuniting  into  various  Shapes,  A- 
fpedts,  and  Situations,  fo  as  to  bend  to 
every  Emergency,  and  alfo,  to  load  and 

C  fire 


iy' 


r  # 
[ 


fire  expeditioufly,  yet  coolly  and  effedhi- 
aliy,  arc  with  fo  much  Difficulty  attained, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  an  uninterrupted, 
daily  Itxercife,  penal  Laws,  fevere  Difci- 
pline,  military  Authority,  and  Subordi¬ 
nation,  can  poffibly  accomplifh. 


c  Well,  but  (fay  the  Projectors  of  this 
c  patriot  Scheme)  tho’  we  ffiould  grant 
‘  that  our  Irregulars  may  be  greatly  infe- 
‘  rior  to  a  Handing  Army,  in  point  of  Dil- 
‘  cipline,  yet  that,  in  cafe  of  an  Invafion, 
‘  they  may  be  of  fame  Service,  will  cer- 
c  tainly  not  be  denied.’  I  afk  you  Par¬ 
don,  Gentlemen  Patriots,  but  it  certainly 
will  be  denied,  and  the  contrary  proved. 
If  indeed  you  could  prevail  upon  the 
French  to  promife  faithfully,  that  when- 
loever  they  think  proper  to  invade  your 
I (land,  they  will  only  tranfport  their  own 
Militia ;  then,  I  confcfs,  that  the  Beef 
and  Pudding  in  the  Belly  of  undifciplin’d 
John,  will  probably  prove  too  many  for 

the 
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the  Soop-meagre  of  Monfieur  Jean  %  and 
that  even  a  FurGown  mayftand  a  Chance 
to  gather  Laurels  in  the  Field  of  Battle. 
If  you  could  aho  perfuade  them  to  leave 
their  Arms  behind  them,  engaging,  on 
your  Part,  to  do  the  fame,  it  would  con¬ 
tribute  greatly,  to  your  Proipedt  of  Suc- 
cefs :  For,  I  am  fure,  we  fhould  out-box 
them,  to  a  Man.  This  I  would  the  more 
eagerly  recommend,  as  I  am  afraid,  if  you 
fhould  take  your  Fire-arms  along  with 
,  you,  that  John  in  the  Rear  will  be  firing 
his  Piece  into  the  Back-fide  of  his  Friend 
Tom  in  the  Front;  or,  which  would  be 
flill  worfe,  blow  out  the  Brains  of  his 
noble  Captain.  To  tome  of  your  intre¬ 
pid  Patriots  and  Heroes,  who  are  refolv- 
ed,  dam- me !  to  fight,  Blood  to  the  Knees 
in  Defence  of  their  Lives,  Wives,  and 
Properties,  thefe  may  feem  Confiderati- 
ons  of  no  Importance  :  Not  but  it  mud 
vex  a  Man,  how  fond  foever  he  may  be 
of  lying  in  the  Bed  of  Honour,  to  be 

C  2  fhot 


fhot  in  the  Back;  left  peradventure, 
the  Ball  not  happening  to  pierce  quite 
through  his  Body,  might  give  Grounds 
for  Sufpicion  of  his  having  taken  the 
Poet’s  Advicedn  endeavouring  to  preferve 
himfelf  for  another  Day’s  Fight ;  which 

*  I  .  . 

would  prove  a  terrible  Blot  in  the  Fa¬ 
mily  Efcutcheon — But  the  Dangers  to 
which  you  are  about  to  expofe  yourfelves 

,  :  i  »  v  ?  v'  .  ••  t  \  >  *4 

are  infinite. 


Ah  me  !  what  Perils  do  environ 
The  Man  that  meddles  with  cold  Iron  / 


Serioufly,  Gentlemen,  I  allure  you,  that  a 
Firelock,  with  a  Bayonet  fixed  on  the  End 

i  *  .  '  .  <  ‘  ,  iK. 

of  it,  is  a  very  aukward  Kind  of  an  Inftru- 
ment ;  and  that  it  requires  more  Dexte¬ 
rity  than  you  may  be  aware  of,  to  manage 
it,  without  wounding  your  Neighbours. 
Many  and  frequent  are  the  Accidents  of 
this  Sort,  which  happen  even  among  re.- 
gular  Troops,  at  common  Exercife ;  and 

yet 

•  • 


t 


0 

[  i3  ] 

yet  many  more  in  the  Day  of  Battle. 
•What  therefore  may  be  expected  from 
half-difciplined  Men,  I  need  not  inform 
you.  Aik  any  of  thofe  Officers  who  have 
been  in  Battle,  and  they  will  tell  you, 
that,  without  the  greateft  Care  imagin¬ 
able,  they  would  have  run  as  much  Rilk 
of  being  killed  by  their  own  People,  as 
by  the  Enemy.  As  to  my  own  Part,  I 
declare,  that  I  had  rather  be  fent  on  a 
forlorn  Hope  with  regular  Troops,  than 
be  obliged  to  continue  in  the  Ranks  with 
Militia,  for  the  obvious  Realbns  above- 
pientioned  :  Realbns  which,  one  would 
think,  ought  to  be  of  Weight  with 

•Gentlemen  of  Fortune. 

v  •  •  •  *  ' 

If  it  ffiould  be  prefumed,  that  your 
having  a  National  Militia,  would  difcour- 
age  the  French  from  attempting  an  In- 
vafion,  I  anfwer,  that  it  would  certain¬ 
ly  be  found  to  be  a  falfe  Prefump- 
Sipn ;  that  it  is  the  onlv  Means  to  en¬ 


courage 
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courage  an  Invafion.  The  French  are  too 
well  acquainted  with  the  Infignificancy 
of  fuch  Troops,  to  be  in  the  lead  afraid  cf 
them :  Nay,  I  am  convinced,  that  they 
mod  heartily  wifh  to  hear  that  this  pa- 

■M. 

triot  Scheme  may  take  Place  -}  in  hopes 
that  you  will  one  Day  negledt  your  ftand- 
ing  Army,  and  depend,  for  your  Secu¬ 
rity,  on  your  own  broken  Staff.  No¬ 
thing  would  give  them  greater  Pleafure, 
as  nothing  you  can  undertake  will  fo 

precipitately  and  effectually  render  your 
Power  infignificant,  and  ruin  your  Trade: 
But  of  that  anon. 

e  Hold,  Sir,  fay  they :  You  miftake 
£  our  Intention.  It  is,  by  no  Means,  our 
*  Defign  to  reduce  the  Number  of  1 8,000 
c  regular  Troops,  in  Great  Britain. — I 
muff  again  beg  your  Pardon,  Gentlemen, 
for  taking  the  Liberty  to  fay,  that  I  am 
afraid  you  have  planned  this  Affair  with¬ 
out  giving  yourfelves  fufficient  Time  for 

Re- 
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Reflexion  :  For,  if  you  had  thought,  hut 
evei  io  little,  you  muff  inevitably  have 
feen  into  the  irreconcileable  Incompati¬ 
bility  between  a  regular  Army,  and, 
what  you  aie  plealeci  to  call  a  regular 
Militia,  that  will  always  oppofe  their 
joint  Exiilence  in  the  fame  Kingdom. 
They  are  two  W eights  fulpended  at  op- 
pofite  Ends  of  the  lame  Beam  ;  as  one 
riles,  the  other  muft  neceffarily  link. 
The  firlf,  tho  leafl:  Inconveniency  that 
will  appear,  is  the  inceffant  Quarrels  that 
will  unavoidably  happen  between  thofe 
Property  Soldiers,  and  the  King’s  Troops, 

wherefoever  the  latter  are  quartered  : 
for,  notwith  flan  ding  a  thoufand  Orders 
from  their  Officers,  it  will  be  impoffible 
to  command,  or  reftrain,  the  rifible  Muf- 
cles  of  a  difeip’  ined  Soldier,  whenever  he 
happens  to  be  a  Spectator  of  the  truly 
comic  Scene,  which  a  Battalion  of  Militia 
will  always  afford.  I  know  nothing  which 
Mankind  generally  bear  with  fo  little 
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Patience,  as  Ridicule ;  the  Confequencc 
therefore  is  obvious.  The  regular  Troops,’ 
confcious  of  their  Superiority,  will  defpife 
and  play  upon  the  Militia ;  who,  alfo, 
from  a  Senfibility  of  their  own  Imperfec¬ 
tion,  will  inveterately  hate  the  Army : 
For,  I  dare  fay,  Gentlemen,  there  are 
many  among  you,  who  need  not  be  told 
how  natural  it  is  for  us  to  hate  thofe,  of 
whofe  fuperior  Excellence  in  our  own 
Wav,  we  are  confcious. 

But  the  evil  Confequences  of  thefe 
Animofities  will  ndt  terminate  here. 
Lefs  than  the  Sagacity  of  a  Sena¬ 
tor  would  be  fufficient  to  trace  the 
Stream,  from  its  Fountain,  down  to  the 
Sea  of  Troubles,  into  which  it  muft 
finally  carry  us.  Not  to  mention  the 
difagreeable,  very  difagreeable.  Situation 
in  which  thofe  Gentlemen  would  foon 
find  themfelvcs,  who  would  be  con- 
ftanily  applied  to,  in  order  to  decide 

Quar- 
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Quarrels  and  punifh  Offenders  j  I  be- 
lieve  it  will  be  fufficient  to  confider,  for 
a  Moment,  what  muff  naturally  happen 
whenever  there  {hall  be  a  Neceffity  for 
thefe  regular,  or  •  irregular.  Armies  to 
a£t  in  Conjunction  ;  and,  even  a  iv'lo- 
ment’s  Coniideration  will  difcover,  that 
they  will  either  refufe  to  ad  in  Conjunc¬ 
tion,  or,  at  moft,  act  in  fo  feeble  a  Man¬ 
ner,  as  to  give  their  Enemy  an  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  deftroying  them  both  j  for  there 
would  be  fcarce  a  Man,  in  either  of 
thefe  Armies,  that  would  not  have  a 
Pleafure  in  feeing  the  other  beat.  I  am 
even  far  from  being  convinced,  that 
many  of  thofe  Patriots  would  not  join 
the  French,  for  the  Sake  of  revenging 
themfelves  on  the  King  s  Army.  At 
leaft  I  know  that  it  is  nothing  new,  to 
fee  Men  facrifice  every  Thing  to  private 
Pique.  But,  admitting  that  their  Enmi¬ 
ty  to  a  foreign  Foe  would  out- weigh 

their  Diflike  to  the  King’s  Troops, 

P)  which 


J*1,ch  ,J  think  improbable,  I  dare  afo 
hrm»  that>  fliould  Mr.  Charles  Stewart, 

°r  any  hls  Defendants,  take  it  into 
their  Heads  to  pay  us  a  Vifit,  by  much 

the  greater  Part  of  your  Militia  would 
repair  to  his  Standard,  merely  for  the 

Satisfaction  of  humbling  the  regular  Ar- 

my»  anc*>  on  this  Confideration,  if  he 
has  but  Patience  to  wait  till  you  have,  in 
Some  Degree,  difciplined  his  Troops  for 
ham,  I  will  venture  to  a ffure  him  Sue- 
cels>  nay,  I  will  even  advance  one  Step 
farther,  and  allure  you,  that,  as  foon  as 
he  is  informed  that  his  Army  is  ready, 
he  will  actually  land;  for,  under  what¬ 
ever  Degree  of  Family- Weaknefs  lie 
may  labour,  he  is  not  fo  great  a  Fool, 
as  to  overlook  fo  plain  a  Road  to  a 
Crown . 

1  believe,  Gentlemen,  I  have  opened 
a  new  Scene,  to  fome  of  you.  You 
who  projected  this  Militia-Scheme,  pro¬ 
bably, 

m  * 
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bably,  did  not  fufpeft  that  you  would 
be  accufed  of  contriving  Means  to  bring 
in  the  Pretender ;  nor  do  I  in  Truth, 
accufe  you  of  any  Juch  Intentton  .  But 
then  I  think  you  are  fairly  reduced  to 
confefs  yourfelves  extreamly  Ihoft-fight- 
ed„  Now  there  are  many  Men  in  the 
World  who  had  rather  be  reputed 
Knaves  than  Fools. 

,  X 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen : 

If  there  be  any  among  you  who  are 
too  ftrongly  prejudiced  in  favour  of  then 
firft  Opinion,  to  be  convinced  by  plain 
Reafoning,  let  me  intreat  them  to  ac¬ 
company  me,  in  Idea,  for  a  Moment, 
to  America.  Sorry  I  am  to  iay,  that 
there,  I  (hall  have  it  in  my  Power  to 
convince  them,  by  recent  Fails,  that 
there  is  no  Dependence  on  irregular 
Troops,  and  that  nothing  but  Confufion 
is  to  be  expedited  from  their  attempting 
to  aft  in  Conjunction  with  a  difeiplined 

D  2  Army. 


Army.  Is  there  a  Member  of  either 
Houle,  who  does  not  now  fee,  that  all 
our  Difappointments  and  Difafters,  in 
that  Part  of  the  World,  are  entirely 
owing  to  our  injudicious  Dependence 
on  irregular  Troops  ?  If,  at  the  firft,  we 
had  fent  a  fufficient  Number  of  difci- 
plined  Forces,  we  fhould  have  faved  an 
infinite  Sum  of  Money;  and  Things 

would  have  wore  a  very  different  A f- 

pefl. 

The  Truth  of  w'hat  I  fay  will  appear 
more  evident,  when  you  find  that,  as 
loon  as  the  Seafon  will  permit,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  many  fine  Proje&s  of  the 
native  Americans  to  defend  themfelves, 
we  Iball  be  obliged  to  tranfport  a  confi- 
derable  Number  of  regular  Troops  to 
l'upport  them :  Which  if  we  omit  to 
do,  we  mull  infallibly  lole  every  Foot 
of  Land  of  which  we  are  now  in  Pof- 
feffion.  In  fhort,  you  may  lay  it  down 

as 
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as  an  indisputable  Maxim,  that,  when 
you  are  attacked  by  regular  Troops,  no¬ 
thing  but  regular  Troops  are  Jit  to  oppofe 
them. 

I  own,  there  is  fomething  very  plau- 
fible,  and  popular  (particularly,  if  the 
Speaker  is  careful  to  fix  himfelf  in  a 
proper  Attitude,  with  his  right  Hand 
clofe  prefled  to  his  Heart)  in  bawling 
out  the  Words,  conjlitutional Liberty!— 
able,  and  •willing,  to  defend  our  King ,  our 
Country,  our  Wives,  our  Children,  cur 
Property ,  and  every  thing  that  is  dear  to 
us  l— loft  Drop  of  Blood!— with  a  pathetic, 
Dulce  et  decorum  e ’ft  pro  P atria  rnori,  See. 
This  is  all  very  pretty,  and  very  fine; 
but  it  is,  at  the  fame  Time,  all  Theory 

J  3 

and  all  Chimera. 

The  very  Argument  ufed  to  perfuadc 
us  that  thefe  Soldiers  of  Property  will 
fight  better  than  common  jSoldiers,  is  a  very 

Strong 
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ffrong  prefumption  that  they  will  fight 
*z vorfe.  That  Anxiety  which,  it  is  pre¬ 
fumed,  would  fpur  them  on  to  A&ion, 
would,  much  more  probably,  ferve  only 
to  increafe  their  Fear,  and  deftroy  that 
calm  Refolution  fo  neceffary  in  an  En¬ 
gagement.  That  an  honed;  Country- 
Gentleman  fhould  form  his  Idea  of  a 
Battle  from  the  confufed  Picture  in  his 
great  Hall,  is  not  in  the  lead  wonder¬ 
ful  ;  nor  is  it  at  all  furprifing  that,  there 
feeing  every  Man  fight  for  himfelf,  he 
fhould  conclude,  that  Rage  and  Fury 


are  the  only  Virtues  requifite  in  a  Sol¬ 
dier  :  But  the  King  of  Pruflia,  or  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  (if  he  will  al¬ 
low  them  to  be  proper  Judges)  will  in¬ 
form  him,  that  Patience  is  frequently  of 
greater  Ufe  in  an  Engagement  than 
Courage  ;  that  the  Lois  of  many  a  Battle 
has  been  entirely  owing  to  an  ungovern¬ 
able  Impatience  in  the  Troops  to  fall 
upon  their  Enemy ;  that  the  chief  De- 
lign  of  all  Military  Difcipline  is  to 

bring 


bring  the  private  Men  to  ad,  in  a  Man¬ 
ner,  like  fo  many  Machines,  moved 
only  by  the  Command  of  their  Officers} 
and  that,  notwithdanding  the  great  In¬ 
fluence  of  penal  Laws,  ablolute  Subor¬ 
dination,  and  daily  Exercile,  it  is  yet 
found  the  mod  difficult  Thing  in  the 
World  to  bring  an  Army  to  this.  And 
yet  we  aie  now  for  dilciplining  an  Army 
without  Punifhment,  without  Subordi¬ 
nation,  and  without  Exercile.  I  won¬ 
der  no  one  ever  propofed  a  Scheme  to 
blow  Soldiers  as  they  do  Glafs-Bottles  ; 
It  would  certainly  cod  lefs  Money,  and 
be  of  as  much  Service. 

But  let  us  fuppofe,  notwithftanding 
all  this,  that  fome  People’s  Obftinacy 
fhould  get  the  better  both  of  their  Rea- 
fon  and  Opponents;  that  the  Bill  fhould 
adtually  pafs,  and  be  vigoroully  carried 
into  Execution.  As  we  are  to  con¬ 
tinue  our  ufual  Number  of  regular 

Troops, 
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Troops,  in  cafe  of  an  Invafion,  I  fup- 
pofe  the  chief  Command  of  the  whole 
would  be  vefted  in  whatever  Captain- 
General  fhould  then  happen  to  be  at 
the  Head  of  the  regular  Army;  which, 
in  all  Probability,  would  be  a  Prince  of 
the  Blood.  Now  the  firft  Step  which 
the  Chieftains  of  the  Militia  rauft  take, 
would  be,  to  fend  to  know  his  High- 
nefs’s  Commands. 


But  how  great  would  be  their  Sur¬ 
prize,  when  their  Meffenger  returned 
with  an  Anfwer  to  the  following  Effedt: 
‘  I  thank  you  for  your  kind  Offer  of 

<  Affiftance.  Tho’  my  Army  is  but 

<  fmall,  I  hope  we  fliali  be  a  Match  for 

<  our  Enemy.  All  the  Service  you  can 
«  poffibly  be  of  to  me,  is  to  lurk  in 
‘  the  neighbouring  Villages,  in  order  to 
1  pick  up  Fugitives  after  the  Battle.* 
Upon  the  Receipt  off  fo  contemptuous  an 
Anfwer,  you  immediately  call  a  Coun¬ 
cil 
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cil  of  War,  and  like  fo  many  Draw- 

cancers,  refolve,  at  once,  to  deftroy 
%  * 

both  Friend  and  Foe. 

From  what  I  have  faid,  I  prefame, 
it  is  fufficiently  evident,  that  your  Militia 
will  anlwer  no  Purpofe.  One  fingle 
Regiment  of  Foot,  with  two  Troops  of 
Dragoons,  would,  in  lefs  than  five  Mi¬ 
nutes,  difperfe  them  all.  Your  70,  or 
80,000  Pounds,  which,  I  think,  you 
purpofe  annually  to  expend,  would  be 
entirely  thrown  away.  Though  that 
Sum  would  maintain  but  a  fmall  Num¬ 
ber  of  regular  Troops,  yet  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  that  it  would  pay  a  Number, 
fmall  as  it  is,  capable  of  defending  your 
Property  better  than  all  the  Militia  you 
could  poflibly  raife. 

Your  Scheme  is,  at  leaft,  a  Century 

• 

loo  late.  It  might  have  done  in  Days 
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of  Yore.  Caff  but  your  Eyes  around 
you,  and  you  will  fee  all  Europe  regu¬ 
larly  under  Arms,  even  in  Time  of 
Peace.  The  whole  Syftem  is  entirely 
changed.  Need  I  tell  you,  that  there  is 
fcarce  a  petty  Prince  upon  the  Continent 
who  is  not  obliged  to  maintain  an  Ar- 
my  of  8,  or  10,000  Men ;  and  that  for 
no  other  Reafon  than  becaufe  his  Neigh¬ 
bours  do  the  fame.  It  is  the  Humour 
of  the  Times :  And,  believe  me,  we 
muff  comply  with  it,  or  we  fhall  feel 
the  ill  Effedts  of  our  Obftinacy. 


But  tho’  it  were  in  your  Power  to 
refute  every  Argument  I  have  hither¬ 
to  ufed,  there  remains  yet  another  Con¬ 
federation,  which,  one  would  imagine, 
were  alone  fufficient  to  determine  every 
true  Briton  again  ft  the  Scheme  in  Quef- 
tion.  I  mean,  our  Trade.  Pleafe  to 
paufe  here,  noble  Lords,  and  Gentle¬ 
men,  and  refled:  a  little— 

1  > . .  1 

And 
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And  now  let  me  a  lie  you,  whether 
you  do  not  plainly  forefee,  that,  by  en¬ 
deavouring  to  make  Soldiers  of  your 
Manufacturers,  you  will  render  them 
much  more  profligate,  and,  confe- 
quently,  more  idle,  than  they  now  are? 
Is  there  a  Lord,  or  Commoner,  of  you 
all,  who  is  fo  little  acquainted  with 
human  Nature  as  not  to  foiefee,  that 
as  foon  as  Giles  the  Weaver  has  been 
taught  to  poife  his  Firelock,  he  wili 
conclude  himfelf  a  compleat  Soldici  ; 
and  that  he  will  do  his  utmoft  to 
imitate  the  Army  in  thofe  Vices  by 
which  alone  he  has  been  ufed  to  diftin- 
guifh  its  Members  from  the  reft  of 
Mankind,  and  which  even  conftitute 
his  whole  Idea  of  a  military  Man. 
From  the  very  Moment  he  is  enrolled, 
he  imagines  himfelf  metamorphofed, 
and  that  an  entire  Change  of  Manneis 

E  a  is 


'1  tIl1C  neceffai7  Confequence.  His  fir  ft 

™ ltl0n  is  to  cur  fie  and  fwear  like  a 
Soldier  :  .Then  he  mud  drink  like  a  Sol- 

ler  :  He  muft  aJfo  whore  like  a  Soldier 
In  fcort,  honed  Giles,  who  was  one  of 

tne  fobereft  Church-goers  in  the  whole 
1’anfii,  in  a  very  fhort  Time  becomes 
an  idle,  drunken,  profligate  Fellow. 
That  this  is  no  groundlefs  Conjefture 
may  be  evidently  proved  from  the  No- 

ti0n  whuch  the  common  People,  in 
general,  entertain  of  a  military  Man, 
-very  Officer  who  has  had  any  Ex¬ 
perience  in  Recruiting,  will  inform 
you,  that  mod  of  thofe  Men  who  en¬ 
ter  the  Service,  are  fo  drongly  prepof- 
ied  in  this  Opinion,  that,  were  they  not 
redramed  by  penal  Laws,,  executed 
with  the  drifted  Severity,  from  being 
grave,  fober,  fedate  Lads,  they  would 
mdantly  be  luflicient  to  corrupt  the 
•rmy  hfelt.  I  believe,  after  what  I 
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liave  faid,  it  would  be  needlefs  to  draw 
any  Conclufion  with  regard  to  the  Ff 

feds  which  this  Projed  would  have  in  a 
manufaduring  Country. 


In  fpeakmg  of  our  Manufactures 
•here  occurs  to  meaThiug  of  much  more 
Importance  to  the  Nation,  and,  confe- 

quently,  more  deferving  of  your  Atten¬ 
tion,  than  the  Militia  Bill.  I,  is  indeed 

-omewhat  foreign  to  my  Subjefl  •  but  a 
very  few  Words  will  fuffice,  and  there- 
ore  lhall  make  no  Apology  for  intro. 

ducng  it.  Such  of  you  as  have  lately 

moTrf ,b  fC°”tinC"t’  fc"-.  »>"• 

Zl  f  V  mgl  Pr":CeS  have-  within 

eft  n  r  TS’  been  “favouring  to 
abhlh  in  then  fevcral  Dominions,  va- 

lous  Manufactures,  particularly  thofe 

with  which  they  have  hitherto  be™  fupl 
P  >0'  I0m  this  Kingdom.  The  Confe- 
quence  of  this  mull  naturally  be,  that  as 

foon 
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foon  as  they  are  arrived  at  a  i ’efficient  De¬ 
gree  of  Perfection  to  under-fell  us,  we 
muft  gradually  lofe  our  foreign  Corre- 
fpondence  :  And  the  gradual  Depriva¬ 
tion  of  that  which  gave  us  our  Power, 
muft  gradually  decreafe  it.  Now,  I 
humbly  apprehend,  My  Lords  and  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  that  it  would  be  well  worth  your 
while  to  confider  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
prevent  a  fatal  Evil,  which,  if  not  pre¬ 
vented,  muft  foon  fail  upon  you.  This 
from  what  I  know  of  the  Matter,  can  be 
no  otherwife  effected,  but  by  favouring 
your  manufacturing  Parts  of  the  King¬ 
dom,  fo  as  to  enable  them  to  work  cheap¬ 
er,  and  in  confequence  of  that,  to  under¬ 
fell  our  Neighbours.  The  Duties  from 
which  they  ought  to  be  exempt  are,  na¬ 
turally,  fuch  as  immediately  affeCt  the 
Manufacturer.  I  own  it  would,  in  fome 
Decree,  leffen  the  Revenue,  which,  at 
this  Juncture,  might  poffibly  be  thought 
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improper ;  but  then  I  am  of  Opinion, 
it  might  be  laid  on  where  it  would  be 

lefs  fenlibly  felt. - -But  to  refume  my 

Thread,  that  I  may  methodically  finifli 
with  the  Subject  with  which  I  be¬ 
gan. — 


And  now,  Gentlemen,  let  me  afk  you 
ferioufly,  what  you  think  would  have  en- 
lued  from  thofe  Commotions  which  have 
lately  happened,  in  various  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom,  on  account  of  the  Price  of 
Corn,  in  cafe  thofe  Mutineers  had  been 
fupplied  with  Arms,  and  had,  in  anv 
Degree,  been  taught  the  Ufe  of  them  ? 
You  will  anfwer  me,  perhaps,  c  That, 
‘  according  to  your  Scheme,  the  Men  are 
c  only  to  be  intruded  with  their  Arms  on 
‘  Sundays,  and  that  immediately  after 
4  Exercife,  they  are  to  be  depofited  in 
c  the  Houfe  of  fome  Magiftratef  But  I 
would  then  afk  you,  what  Power  you 

will 


will  contrive  fufficient  to  hinder  them 
from  forcibly  entering  the  Place  where 
their  Arms  are  depolited,  and  from  uling 
them  when,  and  in  what  Manner,  they 
fhall  think  proper  ? 


Upon  my  Word,  Gentlemen,  it  is 
aftonithing,  that  any  Man  in  his  Senfes 
fhould  ever  think  of  fuch  a  Scheme,  in  a 
Nation  fo  unhappily  fubjedt  to  Infurredti- 
cn. — ‘  Well,’  fay  you,  ‘  but  the  People 
‘  in  general  are  bent  upon  a  National  Mi- 
<  Utia.’ — Who  put  it  into  their  Heads  ? 
But  tho’  they  are  bent  upon  it,  will  you, 
their  Reprefentatives,  acquiefce  in  a  Thing 
which  will  evidently  be  productive  of  fo 
many  bad  Conlequences,  rather  than 
jdve  yourfelves  the  Trouble  to  convince 
them  of  their  Error  ?  For  the  Sake  of 
your  Country,  and  your  own  Credit,  let 
me  perfuade  you  to  drop  a  Projedt,  from 

,  Vv'hich  you  will  reap  no  other  Fruit,  than 

that 


that  of  being  laugh’d  at  by  every  fenlible 
Man  in  the  Nation.  I  have  the  Honour 
to  be 

Noble  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  mofl  obedient, 


and  humble  Servant, 


N  O  B  O  D  Y,: 


POST- 


POSTSCRIPT. 


SI  N  C  E  I  wrote  the  above,  I  found, 
by  Accident,  among  other  Papers, 
a  Pamphlet  which  I  had  entirely  forgot¬ 
ten,  bearing  this  Title  :  A  Treatife  con¬ 
cerning  the  Militia ,  in  four  Sections,  ill. 
Of  the  Militia  in  general.  2d,  Of  the 
Roman  Militia.  3d,  The  proper  Plan  of 
a  Militia,  for  this  Country .  ^.th,  Ob  for¬ 
mations  upon  this  Plan.  By  C.  S. _ Who 

this  Mr.  C.  S.  may  be,  I  neither  know 
noi  care  ;  but  I  lincerely  wifh  that  every 
IVIan  in  the  Nation,  who  is  an  Advocate 
for  the  Militia-Bill,  may  take  the  Trouble 
to  read  his  Pamphlet.  It  muft  be  the 
Work  of  fome  great  Man  ;  for  he  tells 
us,  in  his  Preface,  that,  c  at  the  Time 

F  2  che 
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'  he  wrote  it,  he  had  the  Honour  to  attend 
’  upon  the  Perfon  of  the  beft,  and  moil 
‘  truly  patriot  Prince,  that  (he  believes)  e- 
e  ver  adorned,  or  bleft  any  Country  in  the 
‘  World  f  who  (he  alfo  informs  us)  ‘  in- 
£  tended  many  excellent  Regulations  for 
‘  the  Happinefs  of  England.’ — If  this 
Militia-Scheme,  according  to  his  Plan, 
was  one  of  his  intended  excellent  Regula¬ 
tions,  I  cannot  help  congratulating  my 
Country,  that  an  effectual  Bar  was  put  to 
his  carrying  it  into  Execution. 

Lest  the  Reader  fhould  run  away  with 
this  laft  Sentence,  without  properly  con- 
fidering  it,  it  may  be  advifeable  to  remind' 
him,  that  notwithftanding  his  perfonal 
Affedtion  to  any  Prince  whatever,  if  he 
fhould  know  that  fuch  Prince  intended  to 
execute  any  Scheme  which  he  (the  Rea¬ 
der)  believed  would  be  the  Caufe  of  De- 
ftrudtion  to  his  Country,  it  is  his  Duty, 
as  well  as  mine,  to  wifh  the  Removal  of 

that 


[  37  1 

that  Prince.  The  Truth  of  this  may  have 
required  noExplanation  to  many  Readers  5 
but  really  thofe  who  are  obliged  to  con- 
verfe  much  with  Mankind,  mu  ft  have 
been  too  often  mortified  with  their  general 
Stupidity,  not  to  fee  the  frequent  Necef- 
fity  of  explaining  the  moft  obvious 
Truths. 


But  to  return  to  his  Lordfhip,  I  would 
fay,  Mr.  C.  S.— -He  alfo  tells  us,  that  the 
Prince  did  him  the  Honour  to  approve 
of  his  Scheme,  in  many  Converfations 
which  he  had  with  him  upon  it :  I  am 
forry  they  could  find  no  better  Subject ; 
and  cannot  help  owning  my  Surprife, 
that  their  Converfations  were  productive 
of  no  better  a  Plan.  In  Truth  it  is  fuch 
an  old-fafhioned  Bufmefs ,  that,  had  it  not 
been  for  its  Date,  in  the  Title-page,  I 
fhould  have  concluded  it  written  in  the 
Reign  of  good  Queen  Befs,  at  the  lateft. 


Our 
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Our  Author’s  firft  Section  tends  chief¬ 
ly  to  Ihew,  from  trite  thread-bare  Ex¬ 
amples  in  Hiftory,  (fucn  as  Caefar,  Crom¬ 
well,  &c.)  the  Danger  of  a  ftanding  Ar¬ 
my  to  the  Liberty  of  this  Nation.  He 
confefies,  indeed,  c  that  the  Exigence  of 
‘  a  ftanding  Army  is  annual,  and  depends 
*  upon  the  Will  of  Parliament.’ — If  he 
had  intended  to  perfuade  the  People  into 
a  Fear  of  lofing  their  darling  Liberty,  he 
had  better  have  palled  over  this  Circum- 
ftance  in  Silence:  but  then,  fays  he,  tho’ 
the  Parliament  have  this  Power,  ‘  if  the 
c  People  fliould  refufe  to  continue  the 
‘  Troops  in  Pay,  no  Man  alive  can  be- 
‘  lieve  that  they  will  quietly  difbandthem- 
‘  felves.’ — I  own  there  are  fome,  who> 
though  they  arc  alive,  yet  being  unhap¬ 
pily  deprived  of  the  Power  of  Recollec¬ 
tion,  may  be  very  hard  of  Belief ;  but  I 
am  firmly  of  Opinion,  that  a  Man,  alive, 
and  in  his  perfect  Semes,  may  remember 
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that  at  the  Conclufion  of  a  War,  it  has 
always  been  the  Cuflom  to  break,  and 
difband,  the  greateft  Part  of  our  hand¬ 
ing  Army,  and  that  without  any  Appre- 
henfion  of  Danger  in  the  People.  Is 
^tot,  therefore,  the  Army  in  the  Power 
^f  the  People,  and  do  they  not  exert  that 
Power,  even  without  the  leaft  Oppofi- 
tion  from  the  Army  ?  What,  therefore, 
is  your  Army,  in  effect,  but  a  regular 
Militia  ?  Are  they  not  a  Part  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  paid  by  the  People,  and  reduced, 
and  difbanded,  at  the  Pleafure  of  the 

People  ?  What  the  D —  would  the  Peo¬ 
ple  have  more  ? 

I  cannot  poffibly  take  Leave  of  this 
Sedtion,  without  acknowledging  my  Ac- 
quiefcence  as  to  that  Part  of  it,  where 
the  Author  is  of  Opinion,  that  a  Nati¬ 
onal  Militia  would  be  the  only  Means  to 
get  rid  of  Smugglers  and  Highwaymen. 

I  am  entirely  of  his  Way  of  thinking.  It 
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would  certainly  be  the  propereit,  and 
only  Ufe  you  could  put  them  to. 

Section  the  2d,  (of  the  Roman  Mi¬ 
litia)  was  folely  intended  for  the  Ufe  of 
Schools,  and  does  not  contain  one  Angle 
Word  relative  to  the  Subjedl :  for,  the 
Times  and  Conftitution  of  the  Romans 
bear  no  more  Relemblance  co  ours,  than 
did  the  Brains  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  to 
thofe  of  this  Author— the  one  having 
been  a  Mathematician,  and  the  other  be- 
in »  a  Politician. 

The  3d  Sedt.  which  con  fills  of  a  pre¬ 
fer  Plan  of  a  Militia,  is  fo  very  enter¬ 
taining,  that  I  would  advife  every  one  to 
read  it  for  his  Amufement.  I  had  fup- 
nofed  that  the  Militia  were  to  be  exercif- 
cd,  at  leall,  once  a  Week ;  but  I  find 
our  Author  thinks  once  a  Month  fuffici- 
ent  to  make  Soldiers  of  them.  I  dare 

fay  he  has  feen  many  an  Army  in  his 

Time. 
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Time.  A  fine  old  Grecian,  I  warrant 
him.  The  eighth  Article  of  his  Plan  rung 
thus  :  4  Neither  the  general  Militia,  nor 

*  the  County  Regiments,  or  any  Part  of 
e  them,  fo  as  to  make  a  Body  of  armed 
4  Men,  to  march  out  of  their  refpective 
4  Counties  upon  any  Pretext,  or  by 
‘  any  Command  whatsoever;  upon 

*  Pain  of  being  declared  Enemies  to  their 
'*  Country,  and  guilty  of  High-Treafon.’ 

•  •  •  .  I 

Now,  left  any  of  my  Readers,  not 
having  a  political  Turn,  fliould  be  at  a 
Lofs  as  to  the  Intent  of  this  Article,  I 
will  explain  it.  The  Defign  of  it  was, 
in  cafe  your  Enemies  chufe  to  invade 
you,  to  enable  them  to  complete  their 
Conqueft  withoutLet,  Hindrance,  or  Mo- 
leftation,  at  the  fmall  Expence  of  fend¬ 
ing  over  one  or  two  Regiments  only.  Our 
Militia  are  to  remain  in  their  refpebtive 
Counties,  to  the  Intent  that  one  Corps  may 
not  afiift  another ;  but  that  the  Militia 
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of  each  County  may  receive  one  feparate 
Fire  from  the  Enemy,  and  fo  run  home’ 
For  the  Author  wifely  conlidered,  in 
cafe  the  Militia  of  the  whole  Nation  were 
affembled  into  one  Army,  that  then  one 
iingle  Fire  from  the  French  would  do 
for  them  all ;  but  by  obliging  your  Ene¬ 
my  to  fire  as  many  Times  as  there  are 
Counties,  you  put  them  to  a  much  great¬ 
er  Expence,  by  increafing  their  Confump- 
tion  of  Powder.  This  it  is  to  be  a  Poli¬ 


tician  ! 


Perchance,  noble  Lords,  and  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  upon  confidering  this  Matter  fe- 
rioufly,  you  may  think,  that  an  Author, 
having  propofed  a  Plan,  containing  an 
Article  plainly  tending  to  facilitate  the 
Conqueft  of  our  Enemies  over  us,  ought 
himfelf  to  be  accufed  of  High-Treafon. 
But  I  afifure  you,  from  my  Perufal  of 
his  Book,  I  have  obtained  fo  thorough  a 
Knowledge  of  what  he  is  capable,  that  j 
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dare  affirm  it  to  be  entirely  the  EfFed  of 
a  very  innocent  Caufe.  Befides,  were 
you  to  look  upon  the  Thing  in  this  Light, 
it  might  poffibly  involve  too  many  wor¬ 
thy  Gentlemen  in  Difficulties;  as  all 
thofe  who  favour  this  National  Militia, 
will  be  found,  in  reality,  though  per¬ 
haps,  not  intentionally,  to  be  equally 
culpable. 

The  fourth  Sedion  contains  nothing 
more  than  a  few  infignificant  Obferva- 
tions  on  the  foregoing  Plan, 

Upon  the  Whole,  after  reading  care¬ 
fully  over  every  Thing  that  has  lately 
been  wrote  in  favour  of  this  Militia- 

Scheme,  I  cannot  help  declaring,  that 
it  is  the  wildeft,  and  moft  ill-concerted 
Projed  that  ever  was  formed  in  this 
Nation.  In  the  firft  Place,  it  will  be 
found  impradicable ;  and,  fecondly, 
even  fuppoiing  it  poffible  to  be  carried  * 
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■  ;  into  Execution,  will  be  by  no  means 

jP  •  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  End  pro- 

poled, 

JL 

By  the  laft  A  ear  s  Plan,  fome  Part  of 
toe  People  were  to  be  exercifed  every 
Sunday  ;  but  they  were  to  be  affembled 
in  whole  Regiments  only  once  a  Year. 
That  any  Man,  who  has  ever  feen  an 
Army,  ffiould  imagine  that  this  would 
be  fufficient  to  make  Soldiers !  Is  it 
poffible  to  conceive,  that  thefe  Civil- 
Military  Gentlemen  fhould  be  fo  ex- 
treamly  ignorant  of  their  new,  favourite, 
Profeffion,  as  not  to  know  that  the  ne- 


ceffary  Evolutions,  and  Firings,  prac- 
tifcd  in  Battalion,  are  entirely  different 
from  what  is  pradifed  in  the  training  of 
fingle  Ranks,  or  Companies,  and  can¬ 
not  poffibly  be  taught  but  by  frequent¬ 
ly  affembling  the  Whole?  Not  but,  in 
the  main,  it  may  be  prudent  to  cxpofe 
the  Field-Officers  as  leldom  as  poffible 
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to  the  Derifion  of  the  Spectators :  For 
how  can  it  be  fuppofed  that  thefe  honeft 
Gentlemen  fhould  know  what  to  do 
with  a  Battalion  after  it  is  drawn  up  ? 
In  the  Standing  Army  it  is  found  necef- 

%>  even  to  inftruft  the  Subalterns,  to 

have  Field-Days  two  or  three  Times  a 
Week. 

I  am  iar  from  dilputing  the  Capacity 
of  thefe  Heroes ;  but  I  think,  that  In- 
flinft  wid  hardly  teach  them  what  others 
are  not  able  to  attain  without  Practice. 

I  fhould  be  glad  to  alk  thofe  Colonels 
and  Majors,  what  they  think  would  be 
the  Confequence,  in  cafe  they  were  at¬ 
tacked  by  an  Enemy  ?  Can  they  reafon- 
ably  exped  that  any  thing  but  Confu- 
fion  would  enfue,  in  a  Jumble  of  un- 
difciphned  People,  whole  very  Officers 
can  hardly  be  fuppofed  to  know  any 
thing  of  their  Duty  ? 

One 


One  very  remarkable  Thing  in  this 
Bill  is,  that  no  Man  is  to  ferve  in  the 
Militia  more  than  three  Years  at  a 
Time  :  So  that,  as  the  Whole  are  raifed 
together,  at  the  Expiration  of  three 
Years,  you  will  have  an  entire  Army 
of  frefh  Men  to  be  inftru&ed  from  the 
very  Beginning.  Nor  will  you  ever  at 
any  Time  have  one  Man  in  the  whole 
Number  who  has  fecn  more  than  two 
or  three  Field  Days.  Good  God!  that 
any  Gentleman  who  expe&s  to  be 
thought  a  rational  Being,  fhould  fuppofe 
that  fuch  an  Army  can  be  of  any  Service 

in  thefe  Days  1 

There  is  a  Plan  that  would  anfwer 
every  End  propofed  by  the  Bill  in  Quef- 
tion,  and  which  is  attended  with  none 
of  thofe  Inconveniences.  It  is  this. 

Efta- 


